Date
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Name and address of MP

Dear

Re:  National Centre for Farmer Health 

I am a constituent of your electorate who is concerned about the ongoing health, wellbeing and safety of farm men, women and agricultural workers in our community.  I am aware that Government funding for the National Centre for Farmer Health and the Sustainable Farm Families program is no longer being provided. 
The Centre on all measures, evidence and evaluation has been outstanding. For example it has 

· saved the lives of Australian farm men and women and agricultural workers 

· provided excellent support and access to rural professionals and farmers through internet resources and training  
· supported farm families affected by drought, fire and flood 

· been recognised as a leader in the health and safety of farm families 

· provided the only Graduate Certificate in Agricultural Health and Medicine  in Australia. 

· showed an economic return of 5.6:1 to government through health savings with the award winning Sustainable Farm Families program 

Arguments about funding for the centre between the State and Commonwealth, health, agriculture and regional development departments do nothing to help the health, wellbeing and safety of farm families.

We need a vibrant and resilient workforce based in vibrant and resilient farming communities. Our farming business and workforce is dependent on the health & safety of our farmers as if they are not well or injured the business suffers more so than any other industry. 
I call upon you as a member of the government to resolve the funding for the Centre and keep the work of the Centre as a key priority to health, agriculture and innovation. 


I await your reply.


Yours sincerely,
